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Category:2021 software Category:CAD software for Windows Category:CAD software for MacOSIn 2013, John
Godfrey, the director of the Ransom Center at the University of Texas at Austin, was contemplating the future of
his library's 900,000-odd valuable objects, from medieval manuscripts to 20th-century photographs to (horror of
horrors) a M16 rifle. It wasn't hard to think of a future that involved more of the same—but not really.
Computers, while impressive, are inherently dumb; they can do calculations, but they have no imagination or
sentiment. And in the world of the Ransom Center, where it's all about the humanities, computers just didn't have
a place. So Godfrey got together with software developers to work on a new app. The result is called CoMo. He
had the people at the University of California, Berkeley's Museums, Libraries and Cultural Institutions Lab
(MLCI) help with the programming, which ultimately added in some natural-language processing, optical
character recognition, and even some user-interface work, to make it a multimedia experience. All of this was
pretty standard, although the MLCI folks had yet to partner with a museum before. But when they got to the
Ransom Center, they had an opportunity to do something pretty unprecedented, something that—if they
succeeded—would have a huge impact on the way people experience the past and experience the future. It's
something that could help solve a real problem with mass-museum storage. In traditional museums, things are
stored in reams of boxes, often in silos, and sometimes in piles. Almost all of the reams of boxes are tied together
with metal ties. And when museums are trying to lend their collections to other institutions, they often can't tell,
just from looking at the boxes, whether those collections—the paperwork with which they were shipped—are all
there, or if they were ever there. And if a box turns up missing, no one knows why. As Godfrey put it, in the
traditional museum, "if you had a thousand boxes in one place, and a thousand boxes in the next place, it would be
really hard to tell which one was missing." But CoMo would make it a lot easier. First, the museum told CoMo
when all the boxes were stored and where. Using this data, CoMo would predict which boxes needed to
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